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Abstract

Although Korea has a relative poverty rate of more than 15%, the proportion of
recipients of the ‘Medical Aid (MA)’ program, a health care system for the poor, remains
at 3%. This is because suppression of the MA expenditure is a key principle of the
government in the operation of the program. This is why it is difficult to abolish the
family support obligation rules of the MA. The power for the government to maintain
the consistent fiscal reduction stance comes from the tacit consent of the majority of
citizens. The problem of health care system for the poor still tends to be perceived as
‘benefits’ rather than ‘rights’. The modern concept of rights presupposes ‘exchange
reciprocity’ between citizens, and the modern social contractual spirit that rights should
be balanced with obligations forms the mainstream perception of ‘fairness’ today.
Therefore, to fundamentally solve the problem, it is necessary to break through the belief
of ‘fairness’ shared by many citizens who agree with the conservative fiscal management
stance, that is, the modern liberal justice perspective that justifies excluding those who

are unable to meet social obligations from the subject of equal rights.

This paper examines the possibility and limitations of the concept of ‘Vulnerability’ as a
philosophical foundation and alternative discourse strategy that can overcome the
limitations of this modern liberal paradigm. In recent years, vulnerability has drawn
attention as a concept that can unite everyone as a foundation in terms of social justice.
In particular, in the field of feminism care ethics, there is a discussion that this concept
should be used for the paradigm shift from autonomous subjects to relational subjects.
On the other hand, there are also critical views that it is only a tool to pathologize specific
groups and cover up structural problems. Fineman’s discussion, which emphasized the
role of institutions through the ‘universal vulnerability theory and the ‘responsive state’

model, was first reviewed in this paper. Next, the discussion of Mackenzie and Anderson,
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who argued that autonomy and vulnerability were not exclusive through the concept of
‘relational autonomy’, was reviewed. And Ten Have’s discussion was reviewed. He
criticized the individualistic bioethics discourse and explained the philosophical and
political approach of vulnerability using ‘anthropological vulnerability and ‘special
vulnerability’ concepts. On the other hand, Brown’s discussion that the concept of
vulnerability commonly used in reality can oppress, control, and stigmatize vulnerable
people was reviewed. Research results by Katz et al. showed that the ambiguity of
vulnerability use in public health studies can conceal the structural causes of health

inequality.

As a result of the review, it was confirmed that both the position of paying attention to
the positive aspect and the position of focusing on negative implications of vulnerability
have valid grounds, logic, and goals. Therefore, even if we plan an action strategy
centered on vulnerability or seek other alternative concepts, it is necessary to carefully
consider the main strengths and limitations of each approach. Most importantly, in
order to establish a universal health care system that is just and equal for everyone, we
must aim to overcome the modern liberal paradigm regardless of which approach we

choose.
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13|t | Universal Vulnerability theory (Fineman)

(5/14) | 1) Fineman, M. (2008). The vulnerable subject: anchoring equality in the human condition. Yale /
ournal of Law and Feminism, 20(1), 1-24.

2) Fineman, M. (2010). The vulnerable subject and the responsive state. Emory Law Journal, 60(2
), 251-276.

23|z} [Vulnerability and Relational Autonomy (Mackenzie)

(5/28) | 1) Mackenzie, C. (2013). “The Importance of Relational Autonomy and Capabilities for an Ethics
of Vulnerability”. in Mackenzie, C., Rogers, W. & Dodds, S.(ed.) Vuinerability. New Essays in Ethics
and Feminist Philosophy. New York: Oup Usa. p.33~59.

2) Anderson, J. (2013). “Autonomy and vulnerability entwined”. in the same book. p.134~161.
33|z} [Bioethical, Philosophical, Political perspectives on Vulnerability

(6/11) |Ten Have, H. (2016). Vulnerability: Challenging bioethics. London. Routledge

Chap. 4. The bioethical discourse of vulnerability
Chap. 5. We are all vulnerable: Philosophical perspectives on vulnerability
Chap. 6. Some of us are more vulnerable: Political perspectives on vulnerability
43|z} | Theoretical implications and Practical applications of Vulnerability
(6/25) |Ten Have, H. (2016). Vulnerability: Challenging bioethics. London. Routledge
Chap. 7. Vulnerability is everywhere: Globalization and vulnerability
Chap. 8. Theoretical implications of vulnerability
Chap. 9. Practical applications of vulnerability
53|2t | Critical perspectives on Vulnerability (1)
(7/09) Brown, K. (2011). ‘Vulnerability’: Handle with Care, Ethics and Social Welfare, 5:3, 313-321.
Brown, K., Ecclestone, K. & Emmel, N. (2017). The Many Faces of Vulnerability. Social Policy and
Society, 16(3), 497-510.
Brown, K. (2017). The governance of vulnerability: regulation, support and social divisions in acti
on. International Journal of Sociology and Social Policy, 37(11-12), 667-682.
63|2t | Critical perspectives on Vulnerability (2)
(7/23) Brown, K. (2014). Questioning the Vulnerability Zeitgeist: Care and Control Practices with ‘Vulne

rable’ Young People. Social Policy & Society. 13:3, 371-387.

Mitchell, E. (2019). Negotiating vulnerability: The experience of long-term social security recipie
nts. The Sociological Review. 1-17.

Katz, A. S., Hardy, B. J., Firestone, M., Lofters, A. & Morton-Ninomiya., M. E. (2019): Vagueness
, power and public health: use of ‘vulnerable‘ in public health literature, Critical Public Health.
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